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RISK ASSESSMENT PROFORMA
	Operation

Use of Wood Chipper
	Ref. No. 24
	Issue No.

1

	
	Date:

29/01/08
	Review by:

K Lloyd


L - Likelihood:  S - Severity:  L & S Descriptions - See procedure Sect 6.4   RV - Risk Value L x S:   RL - Risk Level:  High / Medium / Low 
	TASK
	Step 1

HAZARD
	Step 2

WHO IS EXPOSED?
	Step 3

EXISTING CONTROLS
	Step 4

RISK ASSESS
	Step 5

ADDITIONAL CONTROLS
	Step 6

RISK ASSESS

	
	
	
	
	L
	S
	RV
	RL
	
	L
	S
	RV
	RL

	Attaching plant for Towing 
	Vehicle Collision.

Entrapment.

Crushing.


	Volunteers and members of the public
	Maintenance of plant. Training of Volunteers. Use suitable vehicle for towing. Isolate the machine & lock all chipping components. Secure hopper & chute in the transport position. Attach to towing bracket & connect electrics & safety chain (if fitted)

	3
	3
	9
	M
	Banks man when working on tow path.
	2
	1
	2
	L

	Access and Egress 
	Collision.

Drowning

Towpath Stability
	Volunteers and members of the public
	Towpath assessment to be carried out, before work commences. Vehicles to drive at walking pace on towpath with hazard warning lights flashing. Banksman whilst manoeuvring on towpath.

Throw line at location. A suitable first aid kit should be carried and readily available at the work site.  Contact to be made to emergency services by mobile phone.

	2
	5
	10
	H
	Operatives to be shown and understand towpath assessment. Ensure work area is clear of any cut material.   Vehicle to use parking space if available.

Life jackets to be worn if working On/over/near water.


	2
	1
	2
	L

	Road Side Operation
	Motor Vehicles.
	Volunteers. Members of the Public
	Ensure all operations near to highways are adequately signed. Volunteers must be adequately trained in signage on public highways.

	1
	5
	5
	M
	Greater supervision may be appropriate for highway works. Volunteers need to have refresher training in highway signage, etc every 3 years
	1
	5
	5
	M

	Selecting work area for wood chipper
	Slips/trips/falls. Flying Debris.
	Volunteers. Members of the Public
	Select firm surface if possible and apply handbrake. Chock the wheels if necessary. Ensure discharge chute is positioned so as not to affect colleagues or members of the public. Operators should not have to stand on slopes when feeding into the machine. All approaches to the worksite should be appropriately signed indicating a hazardous worksite.
	2
	3
	6
	M
	In areas of high public access the specific assessment should indicate additional controls – e.g. Barriers, additional manning, etc
	2
	3
	6
	M

	Using wood chipper.
	Entrapment.

Amputation.

Cuts and abrasions.

Inhalation.

Noise.

Fire.

Being struck by discharged chippings.
	Volunteers and members of the public
	Competent trained persons only to use chipper. Full chainsaw PPE.  Hearing protection to be checked for noise levels if being used over long period of time. Chippers checked daily, pre-start checks on all safety devices. COSHH. Applicable to any wood dust created.  

Interlocked guard fitted to chipper.

Maintenance of plant. 1st aid training.

Fire extinguisher in vehicle.
	2
	3
	6
	M
	Limit noise exposure times.

Job rotation.

Secured from unauthorised use after work period.

When carrying out chipper work, to have at least two persons at the work site. Use a push stick of at least 1.5m for both short produce and for the last piece of produce to be chipped. Keep area of ground in front of in feed free from debris.
	2
	1
	2
	L

	Manual Handling
	Pulls and strains.

Musculoskeletal injuries. Cuts and abrasions
	Volunteers.
	Manual Handling training.

Assessment of task. 

PPE worn during task.
	3
	3
	9
	M
	Lighter/split loads.

Reduce length of carry.

Use mechanical means of loading/unloading.
	2
	1
	2
	L

	Fuelling / topping up oils.
	Fire, Explosion

Inhalation

Contamination

Pollution

Burns.
	Volunteers.

Members of the public.
	Designated fuelling area. PPE.

No smoking. No naked flames.

Lids to be kept on fuel containers when not in use.

COSHH data applicable to fuels, oils.  

Fire extinguisher in vehicle.

	3
	5
	15
	H
	Use suitable labelled fuel containers.
	3
	3
	9
	M

	Contact with the public.
	Confrontation.

Aggressive behaviour.
	Volunteers.

Members of the public.
	Avoid confrontation.

Training of Volunteers. Warning signs/ barriers to be erected on towpath or in area of work.
	1
	3
	3
	L
	Refresher training.
	1
	1
	1
	L

	Environment.
	Fuel / Oil spills

Waste materials
	Volunteers.

Members of the public
	Only use containers, which are specially designed for chainsaw fuelling and lubrication.  Pollution spills kit to be on site 
	3
	1
	3
	L
	Wood chippings to be spread out over ground to rot down or remove.
	3
	1
	3
	L


	Step 7

CAN THE JOB PROCEED?                          (Tick one box)
	
	Safe using existing control measures

	
	X
	Safe using existing + additional control measures

	
	
	Not safe to proceed

	ARE THERE ANY LONG TERM CONTROLS?


	No


	ASSESSED BY:
	Name 
	Name 
	Name 3

	AUTHORISED BY:
	Name (Printed)


	Name (Signed)
	Date


SEVERITY





Risk Level Diagram
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