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RISK ASSESSMENT PROFORMA
	Operation

Strimmer operation for grass and scrub clearance
	Ref. No. 13_1
	Issue No. 1

	
	Date:

24/01/08
	Review by:

K Lloyd


L - Likelihood:  S - Severity:  RV - Risk Value L x S:   RL - Risk Level:  High / Medium / Low 
	TASK
	Step 1

HAZARD
	Step 2

WHO IS EXPOSED?
	Step 3

EXISTING CONTROLS

	Step 4

RISK ASSESS
	Step 5

ADDITIONAL CONTROLS
	Step 6

RISK ASSESS

	
	
	
	
	L
	S
	RV
	RL
	
	L
	S
	RV
	RL

	Movement on site.
	Slip, trips, falls.
	Volunteers.
	Only designate/recognised access and egress routes should be used. 

Site should be inspected and checked prior to carrying out work. Hazards should be cleared, or defined, cut materials should be cleared at regular intervals during work. Suitable footwear should be worn at all times.

	2
	2
	4
	M
	None
	
	
	
	

	Operation of strimmer.
	Contact with moving parts.
	Volunteers.
	Only trained and competent persons should use equipment. Maintenance, cleaning, refuelling should only take place when equipment is switched off Plant and machinery should be maintained in line with manufactures recommendations. Pre start checks should be carried out prior to use and defects reported. First aid equipment and suitably qualified first aider should be available on site.
	1
	2
	3
	L
	Faulty equipment to be removed immediately for repairs.
	1
	2
	3
	L

	Operation of strimmer.
	Struck by flying objects.
	Volunteers. Members of public.
	Warning signs should be used to warn members of public of work activities, suitable and sufficient PPE should be identified, used and maintained at all times whilst operating strimmer. Suitable first aid equipment should be readily available on site. Stop operation as Members of the public pass.
	1
	2
	3
	L
	Fixed guards on machine to direct cuttings downwards/away from path.
	1
	2
	3
	L

	Operation of strimmer.
	Noise/vibration.
	Volunteers.
	Occupational monitoring of Volunteers.
Only trained and competent volunteers should use equipment. Equipment should be maintained in line with manufactures recommendations. Pre start checks should be carried out prior to use and defects reported. Volunteers should be made aware of the noise/vibration levels generated during use and the associated hazards. Suitable and sufficient PPE should be identified, used and maintained at all times whilst operating strimmer.

	2
	2
	4
	M
	Management, supervision of plant and Volunteers in relation to purchasing,/hiring maintaining of equipment, and exposure levels in line with CCT requirements.
	1
	2
	2
	L

	Refuelling of equipment
	Fire/exposure to hazardous substances
	Volunteers. Members of public
	Only trained and competent persons should carry out refuelling of equipment, suitable fire fighting and spillage equipment should be available and persons trained in its use. Full COSHH assessments should be available and complied with for products being used. Suitable first aid equipment should be readily available on site.

No Smoking. No naked flames. Lids to be kept on fuel containers when not in use. Fire extinguisher in vehicle.
	2
	4
	8
	M
	Use suitable Fuel containers.

Review COSHH data.
	1
	2
	3
	L

	Operation of strimmer
	Noise
	As above
	Maintenance of machinery.

PPE-suitable ear defenders

Stop operation as Members of the public pass
	3
	2
	6
	M
	Limit exposure times to noise.
	2
	2
	4
	M

	Lone working
	Isolation 
	Volunteers 
	Maintenance of machinery. Charged up Mobile phone. Lone working control measures to be followed.


	2
	4
	8
	M
	Call in procedure
	2
	1
	2
	L

	Environment.
	Fuel / Oil spills

Waste materials
	Volunteers.

Members of the public
	Only use containers, which are specially designed for chainsaw fuelling and lubrication.  Pollution spills kit to be on site 


	3
	1
	3
	L
	Grass chippings to be spread out over ground to rot down or remove.
	3
	1
	3
	L

	Manual Handling
	Pulls/Strains

Musculo/skeletal injuries.
	Volunteers
	Training of Volunteers.

Assessment before task.
	3
	3
	9
	M
	Reduce distance of carrying.
	2
	1
	2
	L


	Step 7

CAN THE JOB PROCEED?                          (Tick one box)
	
	Safe using existing control measures

	
	X
	Safe using existing + additional control measures

	
	
	Not safe to proceed

	ARE THERE ANY LONG TERM CONTROLS?


	No


	ASSESSED BY:
	Name: K Lloyd
	Name 
	Name 3

	AUTHORISED BY:
	Name (Printed)


	Name (Signed)
	Date


SEVERITY





Risk Level Diagram
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