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Risk Assessment.

Project: Use of ride on and pedestrian mowers, strimmers and hedge cutters.
	Step 1:

List the significant

Hazards from the work.
	Step 2:

Show who may

Be exposed.
	Step 3

Risk Rating

(High Medium Low)
	Step 4

Resulting

Risk

	
	
	
	Likelihood
	Severity
	Risk

	1.
	Persons struck by cut items
	Employees; Public
	1
	M
	M
	M

	2.
	Contact with live services
	Volunteers
	2
	L
	H
	M

	3.
	Contact with spinning blade
	Volunteers; Public
	3
	M
	M
	M

	4.
	Vibration and dust
	User; Maintenance Staff
	4
	M
	L
	L

	5.
	Fire/explosion –refuelling machines
	Operator
	5
	M
	M
	M

	6.
	Fuel/oils, etc. – volunteers exposed
	Operator; Public; Maintainers
	6
	L
	M
	M

	7.
	Noise-working machinery
	Operator; Public
	7
	M
	L
	L

	8.
	Poor equipment maintenance
	Operator
	8
	L
	L
	M

	9.
	Contact with Public
	Passers by
	9
	H
	M
	M

	10
	Loading/unloading equipment
	Operator; Maintainers
	10
	H
	M
	M

	11
	Collision or loss of control
	Operator; Public; Maintainers 
	11
	M
	M
	M

	12
	Entrapment with working parts
	Operator; Maintainers
	12
	L
	H
	M

	13
	Unstable/steep ground tip over
	Operator; Public
	13
	M
	M
	M

	14
	Working near water
	Operator
	14
	M
	H
	M

	15
	Sharps
	Operator
	15
	M
	M
	M

	16
	
	
	16
	
	
	

	17
	
	
	17
	
	
	

	18
	
	
	18
	
	
	

	 Step 5:   Check all 'safety controls' below are in place & effective before starting the work

	Planning.   All mowers used in work must be 'fit for purpose', suitable for the environment in which they are used and in good working condition. Identify and provide any specialist plant or equipment.  Consider all ecological factors including whether grass cuttings can be left to rot naturally. Operators to carryout check on any services crossing work area.    

	Information & Instruction. Volunteers must warn members of the public of operations taking place. Operatives advised on risk of injuries possible, from poor maintenance or incorrect use of mowers. Operatives responsible for ensuring mowers in good/safe condition, suitable for the work and issued, with suitable instructions. The Cotswold Canals Trust is responsible for issuing and maintaining mowers.  Given information on illness from contact with contaminated soil (Tetanus / Toxocaria /Leptospirosis). Mowers to be stopped before undertaking any maintenance. If the operation requires the operator to work around water then great care shall be to taken. If the operation is near deep water especially around locks or on the sloping canal bank the operator shall wear a flotation aid. When sharps are found follow the Canals Trust procedure for dealing with such items, a copy of the procedure is to be carried by the team leader on the day of operations.

	Training & Supervision.   Operators should be properly trained for the particular task to be undertaken, including operators supplied by contractors.  All operators to be assessed in the use of all types of mowers. 

	Access & Egress.   Access, egress and work area to be checked for suitability for the use of ride on mowers. Keep access routes clear of obstructions by equipment and materials (tripping hazards).  Use barrows or other aids to minimise on lifting and carrying of equipment and fuels.

	Plant and Equipment.  Planned maintenance programme applicable to mowers used.  Mowers checked before use, for guards, safety cut-outs, breaks, steering and gear controls (for ride on mowers). maintained by operator before every use and secured from unauthorised use afterwards by removing keys where fitted and being left in a secure location.  Faulty equipment to be removed immediately for repairs. Supervisor to check mower maintenance records.  

	Environment.  Ground contamination to be avoided from mower fuels, and lubricating oils. Engine off when not in use, guards in place.  Check site for protected species by consulting WCR if in doubt. 

	Emergency Action.  Standard site First Aid, Fire Procedures. A suitable first aid kit should be carried and readily available at the work site. Cover any broken skin before undertaking work and promptly wash and cover any cuts received.

	COSHH.  Applicable to fuels, oils, and any waste products. Leptospirosis, Weils Disease is a risk when exposed to contaminated water. The Trusts procedure for Weils disease shall be followed. 

	PPE. Gloves, safety boots/shoes, high visibility tabards, goggles and ear defenders are to be worn at all times no matter how small the job. Life jackets/flotation aids to be worn at all times when crossing lock gates with equipment and working alongside Locks which are filled with water; on sloping sides of the towpath when canal has deep water.

	Special Procedures. When carrying out work, to have at least two persons at the work site. When working on the off side of watered locks the volunteers should be on the same side of the canal.  Where ride on mowers are used they must not be brought within 1.3 meters of the canal edge.

	 Final Assessment:
	Safe
	x
	Unsafe
	
	Proceed with safety controls in place. Remaining Risk: High
	
	Medium
	x
	Low
	

	 Assessed by;
	Safety Director
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