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RISK ASSESSMENT PROFORMA
	Operation

General Canal Maintenance
	Ref. No. 20
	Issue No. 1

	
	Date:

28/01/08
	Review by:

K Lloyd


L - Likelihood:  S - Severity:  RV - Risk Value L x S:   RL - Risk Level:  High / Medium / Low 
	TASK
	Step 1

HAZARD
	Step 2

WHO IS EXPOSED?
	Step 3

EXISTING CONTROLS
	Step 4

RISK ASSESS
	Step 5

ADDITIONAL CONTROLS
	Step 6

RISK ASSESS

	
	
	
	
	L
	S
	RV
	RL
	
	L
	S
	RV
	RL

	General Canal Maintenance
	Access and Egress to work site
	Volunteers and Visitors
	Towpath Assessment to be carried out by competent person. Plan journey and risk assess access and egress and towpath stability, No Volunteers shall cross over water on any structure, which has not been confirmed in writing as being suitable/safe.
	3
	2
	6
	M
	Site audit check sheet to be used on visiting work site for first time, to be reviewed on each subsequent visit and for changes.
	2
	2
	4
	M

	General Canal Maintenance
	Contaminated water - Weils disease
	Volunteers and Visitors 
	Volunteers to be aware of Leptospirosis and be issued with information card. No contamination of waterway or land drainage systems permitted from waste materials.
	3
	3
	9
	M
	Volunteers to be aware of Leptospirosis and be issued with information card. 
	3
	3
	9
	M

	General Canal Maintenance
	Slip, trip and falls
	Volunteers and Visitors 
	Safety footwear, Local Knowledge of area.


	3
	4
	12
	H
	Good house keeping is essential and all sites. 


	2
	2
	4
	M

	General Canal Maintenance
	Manual Handling
	Volunteers 
	Manual handling training, Limit to 25kg per man.
	3
	3
	9
	M
	Manual Handling assessments to be carried out on all operations
	1
	3
	3
	L

	General Canal Maintenance
	Contact with the General Public / craft
	Volunteers and Members of the Public 
	Operators to be aware of general public on towpath and working area.
	4
	1
	5
	M
	Volunteers to be trained in the correct methods of how to deal with aggression Team Leaders to have a mobile phone in working condition.
	2
	1
	3
	L

	General Canal Maintenance
	Working near water
	Volunteers and Visitors
	Effective measures shall be taken to prevent the risk of persons and materials falling into the water, minimising the risk of drowning.
	4
	4
	16
	H
	 Clear all materials away regularly from work area during working period. Life Jackets to be worn and rescue equipment to hand.
	4
	2
	8
	M

	General Canal Maintenance
	Driving vehicles and plant
	Volunteers and Members of the Public 
	All equipment used in work must be 'fit for purpose', suitable for the environment in which they are used and in good working condition. Inspect all vehicles, equipment, and plant for soundness before each use and ensure that it is regularly serviced. All equipment/plant will be within required test period if used for lifting, selected to be fit for purpose and meet any national requirements (mini excavators). 
	2
	4
	8
	M
	Volunteers to hold suitable certification to operate vehicles and plant and checked by Team Leader. Inspect all vehicles, equipment, and plant for soundness before each use and ensure that it is regularly serviced.
	1
	4
	4
	M

	General Canal Maintenance
	Noise
	Volunteers and Members of the Public 
	Volunteers to be fully trained in use of equipment, the use of appropriate PPE noise,
	3
	2
	6
	M
	Noise assessments to be carried out on all equipment. Always wear ear defenders when using noisy equipment or plant,
	3
	1
	4
	M

	General Canal Maintenance
	Transporting hazardous materials
	Volunteers and Members of the Public 
	Volunteers to fully understand how any chemicals used will interact with local conditions/environment and effects to persons
	3
	2
	6
	M
	Volunteers to be aware of requirements and quantities of hazardous materials that can be transported 
	3
	2
	6
	M

	General Canal Maintenance
	Working on craft
	Volunteers and Visitors 
	All equipment used in work must be 'fit for purpose', suitable for the environment in which they are used and in good working condition. Life Jackets to be worn and rescue equipment to hand.
	4
	4
	16
	H
	 No one should use any equipment if they are not confident Volunteers to be aware of possible hazards when using craft at the same time as private craft are operating.  
	4
	2
	8
	M

	General Canal Maintenance
	Poor communications
	Volunteers 
	Volunteers to be given written Safe Systems of Work and emergency procedures to be carried out.
	3
	2
	6
	M
	Volunteers to be given specific instructions on the system of work proposed and fully trained in using emergency equipment and emergency rescue actions.
	2
	2
	4
	M

	General Canal Maintenance
	Needles and sharps
	Volunteers and Members of the Public 
	Volunteers to be issued with Sharps procedure. Copies are kept in the PMG at Eastington
	2
	2
	4
	M
	None
	
	
	
	

	General Canal Maintenance
	Cuts and abrasions -Tetanus
	Volunteers 
	PPE to be issued suitable for task. First Aid Kit carried.
	4
	2
	8
	M
	PPE to be worn when clearing or cleaning. Good hygiene practise.
	3
	1
	4
	M

	General Canal Maintenance
	Vibration exposure
	Volunteers 
	Volunteers to be fully trained in use of equipment, the use of appropriate PPE  vibration, Vibration testing required for all equipment
	2
	4
	8
	M
	If possible avoid the need to use equipment that vibrates, wear gloves, 

Rotate works between Volunteers.
	2
	4
	8
	M

	General Canal Maintenance
	Dust and dirt
	Volunteers and Members of the Public 
	Dust and dirt in work area to be dampened down in dry conditions to prevent wind and plant causing hazard.
	2
	1
	3
	L
	Dust and dirt in work area to be dampened down in dry conditions to prevent wind and plant causing hazard. 
	2
	1
	3
	L

	General Canal Maintenance
	Contact with livestock and insects
	Volunteers and Visitors 
	Volunteers to carry emergency medical equipment if allergic to contact with animals and insects.
	2
	3
	  6
	L
	None
	
	
	
	

	General Canal Maintenance
	Contact with animal and human faeces
	Volunteers and Visitors 
	PPE to be issued suitable for task. 
	4
	2
	8
	M
	Any contact with animal and human faeces to be at a minimum and the correct PPE to be worn when clearing or cleaning.
	3
	1
	4
	L

	General Canal Maintenance
	Fatigue
	Volunteers  
	Volunteers to be aware of their hours worked.
	3
	3
	9
	M
	Have adequate rest periods 
	2
	1
	3

	L

	General Canal Maintenance
	Weather  conditions
	Volunteers and Visitors 
	Lighting, weather and local wind speed to be suitable for safe working.  
	3
	1
	4
	L
	None
	
	
	
	

	General Canal Maintenance
	Towpath stability
	Volunteers, Visitors and Members of the Public 
	Towpath Assessment to be carried out by competent person
	5
	3
	15
	H
	Use site audit check sheet daily for vehicles and Plant being used. 
	4
	2
	8
	M


	Step 7

CAN THE JOB PROCEED?                          (Tick one box)
	
	Safe using existing control measures

	
	x
	Safe using existing + additional control measures

	
	
	Not safe to proceed

	ARE THERE ANY LONG TERM CONTROLS?


	No


	ASSESSED BY:
	Name:
	Name 
	Name 3

	AUTHORISED BY:
	Name (Printed)


	Name (Signed)
	Date


SEVERITY





Risk Level Diagram
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