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Risk Assessment.

Project; Chain Saw, Pole saw and Chipper Operation for Tree work
	Step 1:

List the significant

Hazards from the work.
	Step 2:

Show who may

Be exposed.
	Step 3

Risk Rating

(High Medium Low)
	Step 4

Resulting

Risk

	
	
	
	Likelihood
	Severity
	Risk

	1.
	Persons struck by cut items falling 
	Volunteers/Public
	1
	M
	M
	M

	2.
	Contact with live services
	Volunteers
	2
	M
	H
	M

	3.
	Contact with spinning blade
	Volunteers/Public/Maintainers
	3
	M
	H
	H

	4.
	Excessive vibration and dust
	Volunteers/Maintainers
	4
	M
	M
	M

	5.
	Fire/explosion –refuelling machines
	Volunteers/Maintainers
	5
	M
	M
	M

	6.
	Restricted work space-cutmaterials 
	Volunteers
	6
	M
	M
	M

	7.
	Fuel/oils, etc. – operator exposed
	Volunteers/Maintainers
	7
	M
	L
	L

	8.
	Noise-working machinery
	Volunteers/Maintainers
	8
	M
	L
	L

	9.
	Poor equipment maintenance
	Volunteers/Maintainers
	9
	M
	L
	L

	10
	Loss of Limb
	Volunteers/Maintainers
	10
	M
	M
	M

	11
	Eye Injury
	Volunteers/Public/Maintainer
	11
	L
	M
	M

	12
	Inappropriate use
	Volunteers/Public/Maintainer
	12
	L
	M
	M

	13
	
	
	13
	
	
	

	 Step 5:   Check all 'safety controls' below are in place & effective before starting the work

	Planning. All chainsaws, wood chippers used in work must be 'fit for purpose', suitable for the environment in which they are used and in good working condition.   Identify and provide any specialist plant or equipment.   Assess tree condition, task and consult with local authorities for any possible Tree Preservation Order.   If there are any overhead services nearer than two tree lengths, then consult with local electric company or other utilities.   Consider all ecological factors including whether felled timber; be left to rot naturally- consult environmental officer.        

	Information & Instruction. Operators must be properly trained for the particular task to be undertaken, including operators supplied by contractors. Operatives advised on risk of injuries possible, from poor maintenance or incorrect use of chainsaws. Operatives responsible for ensuring chain saws in good/safe condition, suitable for the work and given suitable instruction.

	Training & Supervision. Operators should be properly trained for the particular task to be undertaken, including operators supplied by contractors to (Lantra, Fastco, and NPTC standard.  Supervisor to be experienced in chain saw type work, be assessed, and to check operators qualifications. 

	Access & Egress. Ensure work area is clear of any cut material.   Check accesses and exits routes, especially for the removal of timber, branches.   Barriers and warning signs must be provided to prevent persons in near area being struck by cut and falling timber.   If needing to work near water then additional precautions need to be taken, e.g. safety harness and rescue ropes

	Plant and Equipment. Planned maintenance programme applicable to chain saws and chippers used.   Chainsaws/ chippers checked daily, pre-start checks on all safety devices maintained by operator before every use and secured from unauthorised use afterwards with guards. Supervisor to check and keep chainsaw/chipper maintenance records.  

	Environment. Ground contamination to be avoided from chainsaw fuels and biodegradable lubricating oils.   Engine off when not in use, guards in place. Staff must only use containers, which are specially designed for chainsaw fuelling and lubrication.  Check with local authorities for any possible Tree Preservation Order and check site for protected species by consulting WCR if in doubt. Engine off when not in use, guards in place. Wood chippings to be spread out over ground to rot down or remove.

	Emergency Action. Standard site First Aid, Fire Procedures. A suitable first aid kit should be carried and readily available at the work site.  Contact to be made to emergency services by mobile phone. Pollution spills kit to be on site

	COSHH. Applicable to fuels, oils, and any hard wood dust created.  

	PPE.  Equipment provided for chainsaw/chippers operators should be inspected before use, kept in good order and specialist chainsaw clothing shall be worn- no matter how small the job.

	Special Procedures. When carrying out chainsaw/chipper work, to have at least two persons at the work site.  

	 Final Assessment:
	Safe
	x
	Unsafe
	
	Proceed with safety controls in place. Remaining Risk: High
	
	Medium
	x
	Low
	

	 Assessed by;
	Safety Director
	
	 Issue: 29/08/2006  Revised: 11/10/2006












[image: image1.jpg]