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Method Statement

	Task or Work Operation: Use of Pesticides.


	Method No 

	Location of Work: Various sites over Canal 


	Description of work: Carry out the spraying of areas and structures with selected pesticides



	Summary of Hazards:
· Pressurised System – leaks
· Toxic fumes – vapours
· Exposure to toxic substances-skin contact
· Use of Hazardous Substances ( Consult COSHH Sheets applicable to any Substance used )
· Slips and falls on wet surface
· Loading and unloading substances
· Contamination of water environment
· Fire and explosion
· Leaking containers
· Bad weather
· Transporting pesticides
· Working near the general public
· Risk Assessments applicable to work: 14; 20; 23; 25


	Safe Method of Work:
PPE Required.

Eye protection- goggles, Footwear- Wellingtons, Disposable overalls, High Vis Vest or Jackets. Face screen, Mask- vapour.
1. Carryout Point of Work assessment.

2. Consult Towpath Assessment, before accessing site if using vehicle to access.

3. Cover any wounds with a suitable dressing.   
4. Inspect site first to highlight any inherent hazards as per ECP Assessment.

5. Study COSSH assessment for substance used and put in place any control measures.  

6. Plan to undertake works in dry but not hot conditions to ensure that pesticides are not left in a wet condition. 

7. Inspect all equipment for soundness and suitability before each use.

8. Use warning signs when spraying and leaving pesticides on ground.

9. Avoid contact with the general public, animals and stop spraying when they are near. 

10. Use only recognised pesticides. 

11. All pesticide to be stored and be kept in manufactures containers.

12. Keep all unmixed chemicals locked in a box and do not carry more than daily amount required. 

13. Operators to have received training in use of pesticides.  

14. Ensure that enough water is carried to enable to wash any parts of the body in contact with chemicals used. 

15. Check site for protected species.  

16. No waste materials left after work is complete and dispose of any residual chemicals correctly. 

17. Ensure that food, drink and non-work clothes are kept separated.

18. Dispose of any waste materials in the approved manner.

19. On completion ensure that that the Herbicide form is completed and returned to the supervisor.

20. Clean and check equipment including P.P.E before storage.



	Competences: 
1. Emergency First Aid Training

2. Manual Handling Training

3. Working Safety
4. Personal Safety
5. COSHH Training
6. Pesticides training 


	Tools and Work Equipment: Landrover to be checked daily when in use, for safety, fuel and oil. 
Hand Tools; to be checked daily when in use. Sprayer; to be checked daily when in use, for safety, fuel and oil. 


	Prerequisite: All persons shall be wearing safety footwear, rubber gloves, high visibility jackets or waistcoats.
Additional risk assessments will be carried out if any work activities are not covered by assessments.


	Welfare and first aid facilities: Water containers for drinking and washing.  Soap and paper towels, use portable facilities. First Aid kit kept on site when work is being undertaken.



	Emergency Contacts:

Ambulance                     

)

Police                             


)
              999

Fire

                                
) 

Office                             



	Prepared by: K Lloyd

	Date: 30/01/08
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