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Method Statement

	Task or Work Operation: Surfacing and maintaining Towpath
	Method No 18


	Location of Work: Various points along the canal


	Description of work: Dig out any loose materials and replace waterway edge (if needed). Save any fringe growth removed. Surface with 50mm to dust scalpings or suitable material and compact to top level of bank. Replace any fringe growth.


	Summary of Hazards:
· Working on or near water
· Access and egress to work site

· Use of hand tools

· Using excavators

· Using  tracked dumpers

· Using work boats

· Risk Assessments applicable to work:  No: 13_1; 14; 15_1; 20; 22; 23; 24; 27

	Safe Method of Work:

PPE Required.
 Safety footwear, helmets, gloves to be worn. High visibility vests, goggles if required.
1. Carry out manual handling assessment of the work being done.
2. Mobile phone to be carried.
3. Check equipment before use.
4. Only trained competent operatives to operate plant.
5. Towpath should be closed where an alternative route can be found.
6. Set up safety barrier around site and warning signs if towpath cannot be closed. 
7. Check for services overhead and below surface. 
8. Check for any services in surfacing area and clear.  
9. Any excavations should be filled at the end of the working day.
10. Back fill with 50mm to dust scalpings or suitable material and compact to top level of bank. 
11. Replace any fringe growth. 
12. Remove up all loose material from the towpath at end of each working day.
13. Clear all equipment from site. 
14. Check before leaving site


	Competences: 
1. Emergency First Aid Training

2. Manual Handling Training

3. Working Safely

4. COSHH Training


	Tools and Work Equipment: Excavator, Dumper, Power tools, Hand Tools, to be checked daily when in use, for safety, fuel and oil.


	Prerequisite: All persons shall be wearing safety footwear, gloves, high visibility jackets or waistcoats, safety helmet. 

Additional risk assessments will be carried out if any work activities are not covered by assessments. 

	Welfare and first aid facilities: Water containers for drinking and washing.  Soap and paper towels, use portable facilities. First Aid kit kept on site when work is being undertaken.



	Emergency Contacts:

Ambulance                     

)

Police                             


)
              999

Fire

                                
) 

Office                             
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