Canals restoration update – Cotswolds Canals Partnership
On behalf of the Cotswold Canals Partnership, British Waterways is leading the work due to start in October, subject to planning consent, on the first works programme in the restoration of the Stroudwater Navigation through Cainscross. This will involve clearance of the line of the canal between Ryeford Locks and Oilmills Bridge (aka Snowmill). 
In the run up to Christmas, work will also take place in The Lawns Pond site, by Tricorn Roundabout, dredging to the pond and installing bank support, and removing a small number of overhanging trees to improve the light to the pond and encourage reed growth. 
The main work to the Oilmills Bridge and the canal channel restoration will start soon after Christmas to avoid the busiest time for Snow Business. There will be a closure to the towpath whilst the works take place but alternate routes will be clearly signed.

We are also clearing the vegetation from locks along the canal, in order to be able to better assess the extent of repair works.

Work will then continue in the new year between Ebley Mill and Dudbridge locks to restore the channel incorporating the river. This will include the archaeological work at Dudbridge Wharf site of an original crane for loading and unloading the boats.
There will be a wide range of volunteer opportunities and projects for which we are encouraging people to help out and get involved. These will be open to all and designed to cater for and reflect the varying abilities, skills and time that volunteers can offer.  Opportunities will be diverse and range from physical environmental tasks such as tree planting, towpath surfacing and vegetation management right through to archaeology, education, photography and events planning. Several tasks and projects will have the added benefit of enabling access to free accredited training varying from one day courses through to NVQ Level Three qualifications. Examples include archaeology, coppicing, hurdle making and stone masonry.
Over the autumn and winter period, volunteer projects will include:

- Vegetation clearance on the infilled canal channel near the Ebley tip

- Coppicing and hazel hurdle/faggot making for bank protection and stabilisation at Ryeford

- Towpath works and surfacing – Ryeford to Oilmills

- Clearance and restoration work at Gough’s Orchard Lock (near Brimscombe)
- Archaeological works at Dudbridge wharf

The Cotswold Canals Trust will be heavily involved with the volunteer works and they also coordinate a series of additional volunteer based events and projects of their own. You can find further information about these on the Canals Trust website - http://www.cotswoldcanals.com/. To register an interest in getting involved or for any further information about these valuable opportunities, please contact the Canals Partnership Volunteer Coordinator (Richard Harrison) on 01452 318501, or richard.harrison@britishwaterways.co.uk
The Canals Trust are also leading a project to record people’s memories of the canal through Cainscross. With funding from the Local Heritage Initiative, volunteers from the project will be recording people’s thoughts and getting together historic photographs over the winter, aiming to represent these memories on the towpath with interactive panels, guided trails and events. For more information, visit the Trust’s website.

A new website for the Partnership has been created and will be the first port of call for all information about the project, linking in with all the partners as appropriate. Visit it on http://www.cotswoldcanalsproject.org/ and let us know what you think.

Andrew Stumpf – Project Manager
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